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TOOLBOX TALK 

Biological Hazards in Waste Management  

INTRODUCTION                                                                                                                                                      v   .                                                                   

Workplace safety is not just about rules and procedures—it’s about behaviour. Every action we take 

affects not only our own safety but also the safety of those around us. Behavioural safety focuses on 

recognizing unsafe actions, making better choices, and taking responsibility for maintaining a safe work 

environment. 

OBJECTIVES 

• Educate workers about biological hazards in waste management  

• Explain preventive measures and safe work practices  

• Emphasize the importance of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)  

• Outline emergency procedures for exposure incidents  

 

POTENTIAL HAZARDS 

• Pathogens – Bacteria, viruses, and fungi in waste materials  

• Bioaerosols – Airborne particles carrying microorganisms  

• Sharps & Contaminated Items – Needles, broken glass causing infections  

• Pests – Rodents and insects spreading diseases  

• Organic Decomposition – Waste producing harmful gases and microbes  

 

PREVENTION 

SAFE WORK PRACTICES 

• Avoid direct contact with waste; use tools or equipment  

• Wash hands thoroughly after handling waste  

• Dispose of sharps and hazardous waste in approved containers  

• Segregate waste properly (medical, organic, chemical)  

 

WASTE STORAGE & DISPOSAL 

• Use sealed and labeled containers  

• Ensure timely disposal to reduce contamination  
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• Maintain hygiene and sanitation facilities  

• Do not eat, drink, or smoke near waste areas  

 

DO’S AND DON’TS 

Do’s 

• Always wear appropriate PPE (gloves, masks, goggles, coveralls, safety shoes)  

• Follow proper waste segregation and disposal procedures  

• Report spills, contamination, or unsafe conditions  

• Clean and disinfect tools regularly  

• Keep vaccinations up to date (e.g., tetanus, hepatitis)  

• Inspect PPE before use  

Don’ts 

• Do not handle waste without PPE  

• Do not ignore spills or leaks  

• Do not mix different types of waste  

• Do not use damaged containers or equipment  

• Do not ignore injuries—seek medical help immediately  

 

EMERGENCY PROCEDURES 

EXPOSURE RESPONSE 

• Skin/Eye Contact: Wash immediately with clean water  

• Needle/Sharp Injury: Clean with soap and water, report immediately, seek medical care  

 

SPILL MANAGEMENT 

• Contain and clean using spill kits  

• Dispose of waste in biohazard containers  

 

REPORTING 

• Inform supervisor immediately  

• Follow company incident reporting procedures  
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CONCLUSION 

Biological hazards in waste management can be dangerous, but risks can be minimized through proper 

training, safe practices, and consistent use of PPE. Staying alert and maintaining hygiene will help 

protect yourself, your coworkers, and the environment. 
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